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Deadline Set for NJ Rose of Tralee Competition

Last update: 5:17 p.m. EST Jan. 29, 2009

RIDGEWOOD, N.J., Jan 29, 2009 /PRNewswire via COMTEX/ -- Candidates are currently being accepted for the 2009 Garden State Finals of the International Rose of Tralee (IROT), a cultural competition that sends a state winner to the international competition in Ireland later this summer. The deadline to enter the NJ Rose of Tralee is April 30, 2009. A winner will be selected at the NJ Selection Ball on June 20th at the Madison Hotel in Madison, N.J., and will enter the 50th Anniversary of IROT from August 21-26, 2009. 

The international festival celebrates Irish heritage and has become an immensely popular event worldwide. Winners from countries all over the world compete in the competition in Ireland. The event in Ireland has garnered national media attention and is one of the highlights of the year. The IROT celebrates modern young women in terms of their aspirations, ambitions, intellect, social responsibility and Irish heritage. The IROT festival is based on an Irish love song. 

Susan Daly Stanek, originally from Dublin, is the director of the Garden State Rose of Tralee. She obtained the rights to the stateside celebration in 2007, the first year New Jersey was represented at the international event. "There are so many accomplished women from wonderful local Irish communities in the state of New Jersey that we wanted to participate and be represented at this international festival," said Daly Stanek. 

The 2008 Garden State winner, Rita Talty of Hackensack, N.J., represented New Jersey at last year's festival in Ireland. "It's a unique festival because there are girls from all corners of the world brought together for the same reason, to celebrate their Irish heritage," said Talty. 

The 2009 Garden State winner will receive $1000, a Swarovski crystal tiara, jewelry, Irish crystal and the all-expense paid trip to Ireland to attend IROT. 

Last year's winner of the IROT received a Volvo coupe and a travel fund set up through Ireland's national lottery for $32,000 to visit the Rose Centers throughout the world. 

To enter the Garden State competition, Rose applicants must be between the ages of 18-28; Junior Roses, 13-17; Rosebuds, 5-12; and Escorts, men between 21-30. All applicants must be of traceable Irish decent on at least one side of a family. Connecticut residents may apply through the NJ Rose of Tralee Center. 

For more information, visit www.NJRoseofTralee.org or e-mail inquiries to njroseoftralee@optonline.net or call 201.445.0507. 

SOURCE NJ Rose of Tralee Center 
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